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KEY FACTS
In 2018, Niagara exports were valued at $4.7 billion (CAD) among 641 exporting
establishments.

Manufacturing represented by far the highest number of exporters with 250
exporting establishments and $4.2 billion (CAD) in exports or 90% of total 
exports.

The average value of exports per exporting establishment was $7.3
million(CAD).

North America was the dominant export market (predominantly the United 
States) accounting for $4.5 billion (CAD) or 95% of total exports.

In 2018, Niagara imports were valued at $2.4 billion (CAD) among 1,774 
importing establishments.

Manufacturing also represented the highest number of importers with 321 
importing establishments and $1.3 billion (CAD) in imports or 54% of total
imports.

In 2018, Niagara had a net trade balance of $2.3 billion (CAD).

In 2019, Niagara had a reported 223 foreign owned firms with a total of 9,510 
jobs and an average of 43 jobs per firm. 

From 2014 to 2019, Ontario had 916 reported FDI projects with a total value of 
$36.6 billion (USD) and a total of 74,575 jobs. The average investment per
project was $40.0 million (USD) and the average jobs per project was 81.

From 2014 to 2019, Niagara had 57 reported FDI projects with a total value of 
$2.3 billion (USD) and a total of 3,807 jobs. The average investment per project 
was $40.7 million (USD) and the average jobs per project was 67.
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introduction
Niagara has historically been a trading region being located on the Canada/US 
border and the St. Lawrence Seaway System, which connects Niagara to the 
world. Niagara’s multimodal transportation infrastructure has been instrumental in 
facilitating trade with the United States and other overseas markets. 

Niagara is host to four 400-series highways: QEW, 405, 406, 420; two Class 1 
railroads: CN and CP; a short-line rail: Trillium Railway; Niagara District Airport; as 
well as the Welland Canal providing access to marine freight transportation. These 
characteristics along with Niagara’s designation as a Canadian Foreign Trade 
Zone Point make it an attractive place for companies that import and export, as 
well as foreign direct investment (FDI) from international firms looking to have a 
North American presence with access to major North American markets. 

Trade and FDI are critically import to the economy of the Niagara region. 
However, until now there was little information available on Niagara’s trade and FDI 
characteristics. 
 
From a trade perspective, in 2018 Niagara firms exported over $4.7 billion (CAD) 
worth of goods among 641 exporters and imported almost $2.4 billion in goods 
among 1,774 importers with a net trade balance of $2.3 billion. 

From an FDI perspective, in 2019 Niagara was home 223 foreign owned firms with 
a total of 9,510 jobs. With 57 FDI projects worth $2.3 billion (USD) during the 
period of 2014 to 2019, Niagara was ranked fifth for total value of FDI projects 
among all major economic regions in Ontario only behind Toronto, Ottawa, 
Waterloo and Peel. 

The following report provides a statistical look at Niagara’s trade and FDI position. 
It covers trade values, number of trading firms, trade by sector, trade by 
commodity type, and trade by international markets. It also looks at business 
foreign ownership by country of origin for Niagara, FDI by region for Ontario, FDI 
by sector for Ontario and Niagara, FDI by business activity for Ontario and Niagara, 
and FDI by country of origin for Ontario and Niagara.
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trade
This section looks at Niagara’s trade characteristics including export values and exporting 
establishments by select region, export values and exporting establishments by sector, 
export values and exporting establishments by destination continent, top export 
commodities by export values and exporting establishments, as well as import values and 
importing establishments by select region, import values and importing establishments by 
sector, import values and importing establishments by continent of origin, and top import 
commodities by import values and importing establishments.

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019

Waterloo

CMA

Windsor

hamilton

lONDON

NIAGARA

value exporters average
18,502.60

16,912.50

8,225.40

6,181.30

4,702.00

1,056

619

1,254

659

641

17.5

27.3

6.6

9.4

7.3

Number of Exporters, Export Values ($CAD millions), and 
Export Value Average by Select CMA, 2018

Total export values for the St. Catharines-Niagara census metropolitan area (CMA) in 
2018 was $4.7 billion among 641 exporting establishments. When compared to select 
similarly size CMAs in Ontario, Niagara had the lowest total export values. However, the 
average exporting establishment in Niagara exported $7.3 million in goods compared to 
$27.3 million in Windsor, $17.5 million in Waterloo, $9.4 million in London, and $6.6 
million in Hamilton. This indicates that Niagara has more smaller exporting 
establishments than the CMAs with much higher averages. In contrast, Windsor would 
have fewer, but larger manufacturing establishments.       

EXPORTS
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Number of Exporters and Export Values ($CAD millions) by Sector, 2018

Agriculture, forestry, fishing & hunting

SECTOR

Mining and oil and gas extraction

Utilities

Construction

EXPORTERS VALUE average
80
..

0

26

121.86

0.64

0

46.51

1.52

..

0.00

1.79

Wholesale trade

Transportation and warehousing

Information and cultural industries

128

32

17

5

207.36

4.53

16.17

1.61

1.62

0.14

0.95

0.32

Finance and insurance

Real estate, rental and leasing

Professional, scientific, and technical services

Management of companies

8

16

17

0

13.63

17.63

14.9

0.55

1.70

1.10

0.88

0.00

Health care and social assistance

Educational services

Arts, entertainment, and recreation

Accommodation and food services

0

0

8

6

0.21

0.05

5.06

0.04

0.00

0.00

0.63

0.01

Other services (except public administration)

Public administration

17
..

641

1.78

0.01

4,702.03

0.10
..

7.34TOTAL

VALUE %

Manufacturing

Retail trade

Admin and support, waste management, remediation

256

11

4,242.36

6.55

16.57

0.60

2.6%

0.00%

1.0%

4.4%

0.1%

0.3%

0.0%

0.3%

0.4%

0.3%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.1%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

90.2%

0.1%

0.00%

100%

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019

In regards to export values by sector in 2018, manufacturing dominated all other sectors 
with a value of $4.2 billion or 90% of total export values. This was followed by wholesale 
trade with $207.4 million (4.4%), agriculture with $121.9 million (2.6%), construction with 
$46.5 million (1.0%), real estate with $17.6 million (0.1%), etc. 

Manufacturing also had the highest number of exporting establishments with 256 
exporters, followed by wholesale trade with 128, agriculture with 80, retail trade with 32, 
construction with 26, etc.
 
Manufacturing also had the highest average value of exports by exporting establishment 
at $16.6 million followed by construction at $1.8 million, finance and insurance at $1.7 
million, wholesale trade at $1.6 million, agriculture at $1.5 million, etc.       
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Number of Exporters and Export Values ($CAD millions) by 
Destination, Niagara CMA, 2018

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019

Top 20 Export Commodities by Number of Exporters, 2018

North America is by far the largest export market for Niagara exporting establishments. 
$4.5 billion in goods or 95.4% of total exports went to North America in 2018, which 
include the United States and Mexico. The vast majority of the North American values 
went to the United States. Europe was second with $82.3 million (1.7%); followed by Asia 
with $70.3 million (1.5%); South America and Caribbean with $25.3 million (0.5%); 
Oceania and Antarctica with $24.5 million (0.5%); Middle East with $9.4 million (0.2%); 
Africa with $5.6 million (0.1%); and, Rest of World with no exports. 

In regards to number of exporting establishments, North America represented the most 
with 566 exporters with an average export value of $7.9 million per establishment. This 
was followed by Europe with 115 and an average of $0.732 million; Asia with 106 and an 
average of $0.66 million; South America and Caribbean with 65 and an average of $0.39 
million; Oceania and Antarctica with 43 an an average of $0.57 million; Middle East with 
37 and an average of $0.25 million; Africa with 23 and an average of $0.24 million; and 

North America

destination

Europe

asia

NUMBER VALUE aVERAGE

566

middle east

rest of the world

641 4,702.03 7.34TOTAL

VALUE %

Oceania and antarctica

africa

south america, caribbean

115

106

65

43

37

23

0

4,484.70

82.3

70.3

25.3

24.5

9.4

5.6

0

7.92

0.72

0.66

0.39

0.57

0.25

0.24

0.00

95.4%

1.7%

1.5%

0.5%

0.5%

0.2%

0.1%

0.0%

100.0%
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Top 20 Export Commodities by Number of Exporters, 2018

In 2018, the top 20 export commodity groups by number of exporters included 
machinery, boilers, mechanical appliance, engines and parts represents the 175 
exporting establishments, followed by plastics with 111; articles of iron and steel with 
106; electrical machinery, equipment and parts with 99; furniture, bedding, lamps and 
prefabricated buildings with 84 or 6.2%; etc.                 

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019

Machinery, boilers, mechanical appliances, engines, parts

COMMODITY

Plastics and article thereof

Articles of iron 

Electrical machinery, equipment, parts

175

111

106

99

Trees, plants, bulbs, roots, cut flowers, ornamental foliage

Beverages, spirits and vinegar

Optical, photographic, cinematic, measuring and checking instruments 52

Aluminium and articles thereof

Rubber and articles thereof

Printed books, newspapers, pictures, etc. 

39

36

34

32

Iron and steel

Paper and paperboard articles

Wood and articles of wood

Tools, implements, cutlery, etc. 

25

25

22

21

Articles of stone, plaster, cement, etc.

18

17

Furniture, bedding, lamps, prefabricated buildings

Vehicles and parts

29

Special classification provisions (non-commercial)

Misc. article of base metal

Misc. chemical products

NUMBER

84

70

55

54
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Top 20 Export Commodities by Value ($CAD millions), 2018

In 2018, the top export commodity groups by value differ from the the top commodity 
groups by establishment in regards to rank. Some are consistent, but others may have 
fewer exporters where there are higher values. This is due to specific large exporters in 
Niagara under certain commodity groups. Machinery, boilers, mechanical appliances, 
engines and parts was still at the top with $1.8 billion or 38.4% of total. This is followed 
by nickel and articles thereof with $724.9 million (15.4%); plastics and articles thereof 
with $297.5 million (6.3%); vehicles and parts with $255.6 million (5.4%); organic 
chemicals with $208.6 million (4.4%); etc.     

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019

Machinery, boilers, mechanical appliances, engines, parts

COMMODITY

Nickel and articles thereof

Plastics and articles thereof

Vehicles and parts

38.4%

15.4%

6.3%

5.4%

Miscellaneous chemical products

Inorganic chemicals, compounds of precious metals, rare-earth metals

Preparations of cereals, flour, starch, or milk 2.3%

Iron and steel

Furniture, bedding, lamps, prefabricated buildings

Tanning or dying extracts, tannins

2.2%

1.7%

1.4%

1.3%

Copper and articles thereof

Articles of iron and steel

Aluminium and articles thereof

Aircraft, spacecraft, and articles thereof

1.0%

0.9%

0.8%

0.6%

Beverages, spirits, and vinegar

0.5%

0.5%

Organic chemicals

Trees, plants, bulbs, roots, cut flowers, ornamental foliage

1.2%

Paper and paperboard articles

Electrical machinery, equipment, parts

Wadding, felt and nonwovens, special yarns, twine, rope, etc.

% TOTAL

4.4%

3.8%

3.8%

2.6%

1,804.1

724.9

297.5

255.6

108.8

102.3

80.7

63.5

59.2

47.5

42.6

38.7

30.4

25.6

23.6

55.9

VALUE

208.6

177.7

177.4

121.6
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Number of Importers, Import Values ($CAD millions), and Import 
Value Average by Importer by Select CMA, 2018

Total import values for the St. Catharines-Niagara census metropolitan area (CMA) in 
2018 was $2.4 billion among 1.774 exporting establishments. Niagara had far more 
importers than exporters, but export values were $2.3 billion more than import values. 
When compared to similarly sized CMAs in Ontario, Niagara had the lowest total value 
for imports, the second smallest number of importers, and the lowest average value of 
imports at $1.4 million.     

IMPORTS

Waterloo

CMA
Windsor

hamilton

lONDON

NIAGARA

value exporters average
18,910.90

15,193.70

15,940.50

5,863.20

2,403.70

1,558

2,733

3,435

2,051

1,774

12.1

5.6

4.6

2.9

1.4

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019
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Number of Importers and Import Values ($CAD millions) by Sector, 2018

In regards to import values by sector in 2018, the ranking results are similar to the 
exporters. Manufacturing was first at $1.3 billion or 53.8% if total import values. This was 
followed by wholesale trade with $532.8 million (22.2%), retail trade with $203.3 million 
(8.5%), transportation and warehousing with $153.6 million (6.4%), agriculture with $87.2 
million (3.6%), etc.

Manufacturing also had the highest number of importing establishments with 321 
importers, followed by retail trade with 301, wholesale trade with 283, agriculture, 125 
with construction, etc. 

Transportation and warehousing had the highest average value of importing 
establishments at $4.04 million, followed by manufacturing at $4.03 million, wholesale 
trade at $1.88 million, finance and insurance at $0.7 million, retail trade at $0.68 million, 
etc. 
   

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019

Agriculture, forestry, fishing & hunting

SECTOR

Mining and oil and gas extraction

Utilities

Construction

EXPORTERS VALUE average
136

2

5

126

Wholesale trade

Transportation and warehousing

Information and cultural industries

283

301

38

21

Finance and insurance

Real estate, rental and leasing

Professional, scientific, and technical services

Management of companies

12

51

97

7

Health care and social assistance

Educational services

Arts, entertainment, and recreation

Accommodation and food services

25

55

37

92

Other services (except public administration)

Public administration

101

9

1,774 2,403.66 1.35TOTAL

VALUE %

Manufacturing

Retail trade

Admin and support, waste management, remediation

321

55

100%

87.19

0.14

0.07

43.95

1,293.58

532.82

203.28

153.58

2.32

8.41

13.09

19.53

3.3

15.97

2.1

2.08

2.18

11.82

7.45

0.8

87.19

0.14

0.07

43.95

1,293.58

532.82

203.28

153.58

2.32

8.41

13.09

19.53

3.3

15.97

2.1

2.08

2.18

11.82

7.45

0.8

3.6%

0.0%

0.0%

1.8%

53.8%

22.2%

8.5%

6.4%

0.1%

0.4%

0.5%

0.8%

0.1%

0.7%

0.1%

0.1%

0.1%

0.5%

0.3%

0.0%
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Number of Importers and Import Values ($CAD millions) by Sector, 2018 Number of Importers and Import Values ($CAD millions) by Origin, 
2018

North America (United States and Mexico) is also the largest origin of products 
imported by Niagara firms. In 2018, $1.3 billion in goods or 53.0% of total was imported 
from North American, predominantly the United States. Europe was second with $604.2 
million or 25.1%, followed by Asia with $436.3 million (18.2%); Oceania and Antarctica 
with $15.7 million (0.7%); South America and the Caribbean with $37.6 million (1.6%); 
Africa with $27.6 million (1.2%); Middle East with $8.4 million (0.4%); and, Rest of World 
with no imports. 

In regards to number of importing establishments, North America represented the most 
with 1,406 importers and an average of $0.91 million. This was followed by Europe with 
627 and an average of $0.96 million; Asia with 893 and an average of $0.49 million; South 
America and the Caribbean with 140 and an average of $0.27 million; Africa with 65 and 
an average of $0.42 million; Oceania and Antarctica with 63 and an average of $0.25 
million; Middle East with 79 and an average of $0.11; and, Rest of World with 0 importers.  

North America

ORIGIN

Europe

asia

importers VALUE aVERAGE

middle east

rest of the world

1,774 2,403.66 1.35TOTAL

VALUE %

Oceania and antarctica

africa

south america, caribbean

100.0%

1,406

627

893

140

65

63

79

0

1,273.90

604.23

436.32

37.56

27.58

15.72

8.35

0.00

0.91

0.96

0.49

0.27

0.42

0.25

0.11

0.00

53.00%

25.14%

18.15%

1.56%

1.15%

0.65%

0.35%

0.00%

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019
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Top 20 Import Commodities by Number of Importers, 2018

In 2018, the top 20 import commodity groups by number of import establishments was 
led by machinery, boilers, mechanical appliances, engines and parts with 763 exporting 
establishments, followed by plastics and articles thereof with 590; electrical machinery, 
equipment and parts with with 557; articles of iron and steel with 456; optical, 
photographic, cinematic, measuring and checking instruments  with 370; etc. 

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019

Machinery, boilers, mechanical appliances, engines, parts

COMMODITY

Plastics and article thereof

Articles of iron and steel

Electrical machinery, equipment, parts

Optical, photographic, cinematic, measuring and checking instruments

Rubber and articles thereof

Printed books, newspapers, pictures, etc. 

Paper and paperboard articles

Wood and articles of wood

Tools, implements, cutlery, etc. 

Miscellaneous CHEMICAL PRODUCTS

Furniture, bedding, lamps, prefabricated buildings

miscellaneous articles of base materials

soap, organic surface active agents, waxes

IMPORTERS
763

590

557

456

370

310

268

266

266

262

247

207

205

203

194

188

180

154

150

143

Vehicles and parts

TOYS, GAMES, SPORTS REQUISITES, PARTS

GLASS AND GLASSWARE

Aluminium and articles thereof

other made up textile articles

articles of leather, travel goods

TOTAL 1,774
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Top 20 Import Commodities by Value ($CAD millions), 2018

The top import commodity groups by value for Niagara are consistent with the top export 
commodity groups by value for Niagara in 2018 with the exception of a few commodity 
groups. Niagara firms import products in many of the same commodity groups as they 
export. This is a reflection of the closely integrated supply chains between the US and 
Canada. The top import commodity groups by value included machinery, boilers, 
mechanical appliances, engines and parts at $397.7 million or 16.5% of total imports; 
organic chemicals at $234.7 million or 9.8%; plastics and articles thereof at $230.7 
million or 9.6%; inorganic chemicals, compounds of previous metals and rare earth 
materials at $124.4 million or 5.2%; article of iron and steel at $120.5 million or 5.0%; etc. 

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019

COMMODITY % TOTALVALUE
Machinery, boilers, mechanical appliances, engines, parts

Organic chemicals

Plastics and article thereof

Inorganic chemicals, compounds of precious metals, rare-earth metals

Articles of iron and steel

Ships, boats, and floating structures

Electrical machinery, equipment, parts

Vehicles and parts

Trees, plants, bulbs, roots, cut flowers, ornamental foliage

Aircraft, spacecraft, and articles thereof

Iron and steel

Misc. chemical products

Glass and glassware

Articles of apparel and clothing accessories

Pulp of wood or of other fibrous cellulosic material

Optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring, checking, precision equipment

Articles of stone, plaster, cement, asbestos, mica or similar materials

Printed books, newspapers, pictures and other products of the printing industry

Beverages, spirits, and vinegar

Furniture, bedding, lamps, prefabricated buildings

397.7

234.7

230.7

124.4

120.5

118.0

93.6

92.5

75.8

71.6

66.0

50.3

40.7

39.6

36.6

35.7

35.7

33.3

33.1

31.7

16.5%

9.8%

9.6%

5.2%

5.0%

4.9%

3.9%

3.9%

3.2%

3.0%

2.7%

2.1%

1.7%

1.6%

1.5%

1.5%

1.5%

1.4%

1.4%

1.3%
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Trade Balance by CMA ($billions), 2018

In 2018, the trade balance for the Niagara CMA was $2.3 billion. This is the value of net 
exports from Niagara. When compared to similarly sized CMAs in Ontario, Niagara fared 
quite well. Waterloo was the only other CMA that surpassed Niagara with a trade balance 
of $3.3 billion. London also had a trade balance of $318 million, but Windsor had a trade 
deficit of $2.0 billion and Hamilton had a trade deficit of $7.7 billion.      

Source: Statistics Canada, International Trade Division, 2019

TRADE BALANCE

CMA 2018
Waterloo

Niagara

London

Windsor

Hamilton

3.309

2.298

0.318

-1.998

-7.715



15

Foreign Owned Businesses and Jobs by Sector, Niagara Region, 2019

In 2019, 223 businesses in Niagara reported being foreign owned. In regards to total 
foreign owned businesses by sector, manufacturing had the most with 76 firms 34.1% of 
total, followed by wholesale trade with 33 (14.8%); finance and insurance with 18 (8.1%); 
professional, scientific and technical services with 18 (8.1%); transportation and 
warehousing with 15 (6.7%); etc.
 
In regards to jobs, 223 foreign owned businesses in Niagara reported employing 9,510 
people in 2019. The top sectors by total jobs included manufacturing with 5,912 (62.2%); 
administrative and support, waste management and remediation at 1,113 (11.7%); 
wholesale trade with 710 (7.5%); transportation and warehousing with 326 (3.4%); 
construction with 309 (3.2%); etc. 

The average of jobs per foreign owned firm in 2019 was 43. Some sector had higher than 
the total average including administrative and support, waste management and 
remediation with an average of 93 jobs per firm, followed by manufacturing with 78; and 
agriculture with 55. The rest had fewer employees per firm on average.  
     

Source: Niagara Employment Inventory, 2019

FOREIGN OWNERSHIP
This section looks at foreign owned business by sector and number of jobs for Niagara, 
as well as foreign owned businesses by country and origin and jobs for Niagara.      

SECTOR BUSINESSES jobs avg. jobs

223 9,510 43TOTAL

78

22

9

8

22

93

34

29

16

7

11

55

8

10

10

5,912

710

153

151

326

1,113

309

265

111

50

64

276

31

29

10

Manufacturing

Wholesale trade

Professional, scientific and technical services

Finance and insurance

Transportation and warehousing

Admin and support, waste management and remediation

Construction

Arts, entertainment and recreation

Real estate and rental and leasing

Health care and social assistance

Educational services

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

Utilities

Information and cultural industries

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction

76

33

18

18

15

12

9

9

7

7

6

5

4

3

1



15

Foreign Owned Businesses and Jobs by Country of Origin, 2019

In regards to foreign owned businesses by country of origin in 2019, the United States 
had by far the highest number at 101 (45.3%). This was followed by not specified at 48 
(21.5%); United Kingdom at 11 (4.9%); Germany with 9 (4.0%); Japan with 9 (4.0%), The 
Netherland with 8 (3.6%); etc. 

The countries of foreign origin with with most employment in Niagara included the United 
States with 4,997 jobs (53.0%); not specified with 1,063 (11.3%); Japan with 575 (6.1%); 
United Kingdom with 502 (5.3%); Germany with 477 (5.1%); etc. 

Some countries of foreign origin with fewer numbers of foreign owned businesses in 
Niagara actually had higher average numbers of jobs due to a fewer larger firms. This 
includes Brazil with 192 on average with 1 firm; Belgium with 168 jobs but only 1 firm; 
Austria with 122 jobs but only 1 firm; Japan with an average of 64 jobs; France with an 
average of 54 jobs; Germany with an average of 53 jobs; the United States with an 
average of 49 jobs; the UK with an average of 46 jobs; etc. 

oRIGIN BUSINESSES JOBS avg. jobs
United States

Not Specified

United Kingdom

Germany

Japan

Netherlands

France

Italy

China

Switzerland

Austria

Belgium

Brazil

Denmark

Finland

India

Ireland

Luxembourg

Mexico

Sweden

Taiwan

United Arab Emirates

223 9,240 42TOTAL 100%

101

48

11

9

9

8

7

7

6

5

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

4,997

1,063

502

477

575

309

376

273

78

203

122

168

192

7

22

23

1

2

2

0

26

2

49

22

46

53

64

39

54

39

13

41

122

168

192

7

22

23

1

2

2

0

26

2

Source: Niagara Employment Inventory, 2019
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Ontario FDI Projects by Major Region by Estimated Jobs Created and
 Investment Value ($USD millions), 2014-2019

From 2014 to 2019, Niagara fared quite well with FDI attraction when compared to other 
significant economic regions in Ontario. Niagara had the fourth highest number of FDI 
projects and the fifth highest level of FDI investment in Ontario across all major economic 
regions. Niagara had 57 projects with 3,807 jobs created and a total investment of $2.321 
billion with an average investment of $40.7 million and 67 jobs per project. 

   

foreign direct investment
This section looks at Ontario FDI projects including total projects, total jobs created, 
total investment, average jobs created per project, and average investment per 
project by Ontario region, sector, business activity, and FDI country of origin. The 
same information is provided for Niagara.  
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Ontario FDI Projects by Sector, Number of Projects, and Estimated Jobs Created, 
Jobs per Project, Investment ($USD millions), and Average Investment, 

2014-2019

Source: fDi Markets, from the Financial Times Ltd., 2019
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From 2014 to 2019, Ontario had 916 FDI projects creating 74,575 jobs, a total of 
$36.6 billion in investment with an average of 81 jobs per project and an average 
investment of $40.0 million per project. 

The top 10 sectors by total investment included software and IT services with $6.8 
billion; automotive OEM with $6.5 billion; textiles with $5.6 billion; communications 
with $3.1 billion; consumer products with $1.8 billion; food and beverage with $1.3 
billion; plastics with $1.2 billion; pharmaceuticals with $1.1 billion; transportation 
and warehousing with $998.0 million; automotive components with $873.7 million; 
etc. 

The top 10 sectors in Ontario by average investment per project included 
automotive OEM at $22.7 million; minerals at $213.0 million; ceramics and glass 
at $185.5 million; semiconductors at $156.3 million; plastics at $111.8 million; 
renewable energy at $110.7 million; aerospace at $105.4 million; chemicals at $61.5 
million; pharmaceuticals at $57.5 million; and communications at $55.4 million. 

The top 10 sectors by total jobs created included consumer products with 13,934 
jobs; software and IT services with 12,614 jobs; automotive OEM with 6,734 jobs; 
business services with 5,595 jobs; textiles with 4,321 jobs; communications with 
4,046 jobs; pharmaceuticals with 3,822 jobs; plastics with 3,343 jobs; food and 
beverage with 2,661 jobs; and transportation and warehousing with 2,623 jobs. 

The top 10 sectors by average jobs created per project included plastics with 
304; ceramics and glass with 288; automotive OEM with 232; minerals with 206; 
pharmaceuticals with 201; consumer products with 186; wood products with 176; 
aerospace with 158; semiconductors with 122; and hotel and tourism with 120.
 

   

ontario
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Ontario FDI Projects by Business Activity, Number of Projects, and Estimated 
Jobs Created, Jobs per Project, Investment ($USD millions), and Average 

Investment, 2014-2019

Source: fDi Markets, from the Financial Times Ltd., 2019
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In regards to business activity of FDI projects in Ontario by business activity from 
2014 to 2019, the top 10 business activities by total investment included 
manufacturing with $11.9 billion, followed by retail with $6.6 billion;  design, 
development and testing at $5.2 billion; ICT and internet infrastructure at $4.1 
billion; logistics, distribution and transportation with $2.3 billion; sales, marketing 
and support with $1.6 billion; business services with $1.2 billion; corporate 
headquarters with $1.1 billion; construction with $1.1 billion; and, research and 
development with $727.4 million. 

The top 10 business activities by average level of investment per project included 
resource extraction with $213.0 million; construction with $202.1 million; electricity 
with $168.4 million; manufacturing with $119.8 million; ICT and internet 
infrastructure with $114.0 million; design, development and testing with $80.8 
million; research and development with $52.0 million; retail with $36.3 million; 
logistics, distribution and transportation with $36.1 million; and, recycling with $28.1 
million.
       
The top 10 business activities by total jobs created, retail was highest with 15,075 
jobs, followed by manufacturing with 14,018 jobs; logistics, distribution and 
transportation with 9,326 jobs; design, development and testing with 8,095 jobs; 
sales, marketing and support with 7,279 jobs; corporate headquarters with 6,080 
jobs; business services with 4,675 jobs; customer contact centre with 3,959 jobs; 
and ICT and internet infrastructure with 2,197 jobs. 

The top 10 business activities by average jobs created per project included 
construction with 287 average jobs per project; share services centre with 234; 
customer contact centre with 233; resource extraction with 206; corporate 
headquarters with 148; logistics, distribution and transportation with 146; 
manufacturing with 142; design, development and testing with 126; research and 
development with 119; and, recycling with 88. 

ontario
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Ontario FDI Projects by Investment Origin, Number of Projects, and Estimated 
Jobs Created, Jobs per Project, Investment ($USD millions), and Average 

Investment, 2014-2019

Source: fDi Markets, from the Financial Times Ltd., 2019
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From 2014 to 2019, the top 10 countries of origin with the highest level of FDI 
investment into Ontario included the United States with $17.4 billion, followed by 
Japan with $2.9 billion, Germany with $2.8 billion; Italy with $2.1 billion; France with 
$1.9 billion; China with $1.8 billion; UAE with $1.8 billion; United Kingdom with $1.1 
billion; Hong Kong with $839.6 million; and, Switzerland with $328.9 million. 

The top 10 countries by average investment per project included UAE with an 
average project investment of $442.2 million, followed by China with $133.8 
million; Italy with $123.3 million; Hong Kong with $93.3 million; Japan with $91.9 
million; Finland with $73.2 million; Norway with $63.8 million; Israel with $54.5 
million; Austria with $48.0 million; and, Germany with $47.8 million.
  
In regards to jobs, the top 10 countries of FDI origin by total number of jobs 
included the United States with 34,035 jobs, followed by France with 6,084; 
Germany with 4,507; UAE with 3,527; Japan with 3,346; India with 3,046; United 
Kingdom with 2,686; Italy with 2,313; China with 2,280; and Switzerland with 1,858.
 
The top 10 countries by average number of jobs per project included UAE with 882 
jobs per project, followed by Greece with 165; Poland with 165; China with 163; 
Hong Kong with 155; Norway with 139; Italy with 136; France with 135; India with 
132; and, Spain with 116. It is important to note that Greece, Poland, and Norway 
only had 1 FDI each, so the number only reflects jobs from a single project for those 
countries.  

 

   

ontario
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Niagara FDI Projects by Sector, Number of Projects, and Estimated Jobs 
Created, Jobs per Project, Investment ($USD millions), and Average 

Investment, 2014-2019

Source: fDi Markets, from the Financial Times Ltd., 2019
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From 2014 to 2019, Niagara had 58 FDI projects creating 4,207 jobs, a total of 
$2.3 billion in investment with an average of 73 jobs per project and an average 
investment of $40.1 million per project. 

In regards to total investment, textiles was the sector with the highest total 
investment with $2.2 billion, followed by consumer products with $107.1 million; 
food and beverage with $18.3 billion; business services with $17.8 billion; aerospace 
with $12.3 million; pharmaceuticals with $4.4 million; and, industrial equipment with 
$3.7 million. 

The top sector by average investment per project included textiles with $50.3 
million; food and beverage with $18.3 million; consumer products with $15.3 million; 
aerospace with $12.3 million; business services with $4.5 million; pharmaceuticals 
with $4.4 million; and, industrial equipment with $3.7 million. It is important to note 
that food and beverage, aerospace, pharmaceuticals, and industrial equipment 
only had 1 FDI project each and the average investment figure reflects those single 
projects. 

In regards to total FDI jobs created by sector, textiles was the highest with 1,548 
jobs, followed by business services with 1,205 jobs; consumer projects with 1,155 
jobs; food and beverage with 212 jobs; aerospace with 40 jobs; pharmaceuticals 
with 37 jobs; and, industrial equipment with 10 jobs. 

The top sector with highest average jobs per project included business services with 
301; food and beverage with 212; consumer products with 165; aerospace with 40; 
pharmaceuticals with 37; textiles with 36; and industrial equipment with 10. Again, 
it is important to note that food and beverage, aerospace, pharmaceuticals, and 
industrial equipment only had 1 FDI project each and the average job figures reflect 
those single projects.
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Niagara FDI Projects by Business Activity, Number of Projects, Estimated 
Jobs Created, Jobs per Project, Investment ($USD millions), and Average 

Investment, 2014-2019

Source: fDi Markets, from the Financial Times Ltd., 2019
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In regards to business activity, from 2014 to 2019 retail trade had the highest 
level of investment with $2.3 billion, followed by customer contact centre with $17.8 
million; manufacturing with $12.3 million; and, maintenance and servicing with $3.7 
million. 

The top business activities by average investment per project included retail trade at 
$44.1 million per project; manufacturing with $12.3 million; customer contact centre 
with $4.5 million; and, maintenance and servicing with $3.7 million. It is important to 
note that manufacturing, and maintenance and servicing only have 1 project each, 
so the average reflects those single projects for those business activities. 

In regards to total jobs by business activity, retail was the highest with 2,952 jobs, 
followed by customer contact centre with 1,205; manufacturing with 40; and, 
maintenance and servicing with 10 jobs. 

The business activities with the highest number of average jobs per project 
included customer contact centre with 301 jobs per project; retail with 57; 
manufacturing with 40; and, maintenance and servicing with 10. Again, 
manufacturing, and maintenance and servicing were single projects so the average 
only reflects those single projects for those business activities. 
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Niagara FDI Projects by Investment Origin, Number of Projects, and
 Estimated Jobs Created, Jobs per Project, Investment ($USD millions), 

and Average Investment, 2014-2019

Source: fDi Markets, from the Financial Times Ltd., 2019
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From 2014 to 2019, Niagara welcomed FDI from businesses in 13 different 
countries of origin. In regards to total investment, the United States had the highest 
with $1.5 billion, followed by Germany with $204.9 million; France with $133.9 
million; Italy with $100.6 million; Switzerland with $68.6 million; Denmark with $50.3 
million; Finland with $50.3 million; Philippines with $50.3 million; United Kingdom 
with $50.3 million; Australia with $15.3 million; Luxembourg with $15.3 million; The 
Netherlands with $12.3 million; and, India with $3.3 million. 

The countries with the highest level of average investment per project included Italy 
with $50.3 million average investment per project, which is tied with Denmark, 
Finland, Philippines, and the United Kingdom. These are followed by the United 
States with $43.5 million; Germany with $41.0 million; Switzerland with $34.3 
million; France with $26.8 million; Australia with $15.3 million; Luxembourg with 
$15.3 million; The Netherland with $6.2 million; and, India with $3.3 million. 

The countries of origin with the highest number of jobs created included the United 
States with 2,376; France with 582; Switzerland with 248; India with 225; Australia 
with 165; Luxembourg with 165; Germany with 154; The Netherlands with 76; Italy 
with 72; and Denmark, Finland Philippines, and United Kingdom with 36 each. 

In regards to average jobs per project, the highest was India with 225 per project; 
Australia with 165; Luxembourg with 165; Switzerland with 124; France with 116; 
United States with 68; The Netherlands with 38; Italy, Denmark, Finland, Philippines, 
and the UK with 36; and, Germany with 31.   
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